the sale of provisions to the English. What the Nawab wanted was that the
English should confine their attention only to trade. But the English, even
when driven to Falta, were not prepared to rest content with trading rights
only. On 30 July 1756, Major Killpatrick arrived from Madras with a contin-
gent of 200 troops, and subsequently news came that a large force was coming
by sea for the recovery of Calcutta. The news greatly heartened the
fugitives. On 18 September 1756, ten days after the bazar was opened by the
Nawab's Governor for their benefit, they occupied their little factory at
Balramgarhi, which had not been seized by the Nawab, and on 25 October,
they formally declared it as the seat of their Presidency.
The arrival of Major Killpatrick and the news that further reinforcements
were on the way compelled Manik Chand to make warlike preparations;
but these were rather clumsy and half-hearted. The French and the Dutch
were sounded if they could help the Nawab against the English.
Calcutta and Hooghly Recovered by the Company
Admiral Watson arrived at Falta on 14 December 1756, and Clive arrived
soon after, at the head of the sea and the land forces respectively. On 17
December, 'ka letter was then wrote to the Nabob from the Admiral implying
his design of coming here to re-establish the Company and procure restitution
of their losses which, it was hoped, the Nabob would be inclinable to grant.
This letter was wrote with intention to amuse him and prevent his re-inforcing
the garrison at Calcutta during the delay of the squadron at Fulta [on] account
of the spring tides,"1 The Admiral also secured the neutrality of the French
and the Dutch. "Then after refreshing the military and sea-men, the squadron
moved up the river on the 28th December; two days after Buz Budgea
[Budge-Budge] (a place of great strength) was attacked by the Admiral's ships,
and about eight in the evening carried by assault. From thence Mr. Watson
proceeded towards Tannah, and having dismounted their guns, both there
and at a battery erected opposite to it, he brought his squadron before Fort
William on the 2 January, and retook the place in less than two hours/'2
No doubt, the recovery of Calcutta was facilitated by the cowardly conduct
of Manik Chand; but, at the same time, the Nawab also contributed to it as
he had not anticipated the arrival of a powerful force from Madras, and even
when he got the news he did not believe it, as Watts testifies in his letter of
30 January 1757.3 He had not, therefore, reinforced the garrisons at Calcutta
and elsewhere, or taken any other precautionary measure. The fact is that
the Nawab did not cherish any vindictive designs against the English, once
he had chastised them; and even when they returned in strength, he thought
that they would supplicate for mercy and this would be the proper time to
forgive them. That is why he had neither destroyed their settlements, nor
despoiled their stores, which is proved by the fact that after the recovery of
Fort William the English found there "a large quantity of export goods" and
"a very considerable part of the investment" intact.4
aP. 178.   The pages quoted here and elsewhere where no books or documents are
cited refer to the Text.
3 P. 189.
3 P. 184.
4 Pp. 189 & 198.